
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27th   September   2019  
 

YEAR   4   CURRICULUM   LETTER  
 
Dear   Parents   and   Carers,  
 
We   have   had   a   great   start   to   the   term.   Year   4   have   settled   well   into   the   new   routines   and   we   are  
excited   about   the   year   ahead.  
The   three   class   teachers   in   year   4   are   Mr   Herlihy,   Mr   Milne   and   Miss   Moore.   
The   three   teaching   assistants   are   Mrs   Partridge,   Miss   Brown   and   Miss   Boothroyd.  
 
Routines  
In   the   mornings,   children   are   to   arrive   at   school   from   8.55am,   ready   to   go   into   class   at   9am.   At   the  
end   of   the   day,   children   are   to   be   collected   from   the   playground.   
 
If   your   child   is   absent   from   school,   please   notify   the   school   office   by   9.30am.    Please   ensure   that   the  
school   telephone   number   is   saved   into   your   phone   0208   670   4962.    Please   note   that   the   school   office  
closes   at   4.30pm.     If   your   child   uses   the   after   school   club   please   ensure   that   you   also   have   their  
number   saved   07720   677830.   
 
PE   days   this   term   
4TM    –   Monday   and   Wednesday       4IH   –   Monday   and   Friday       4TBM   -   Wednesday   and   Friday  
The   children   all   need   a   PE   kit   which   consists   of   trousers/shorts   and   a   PE   t-shirt.   
 
Class   Assemblies   
4IH   –   11th   October      4TBM   –   8   November         4TM   -   22nd   November   
 
A   reminder   about   class   assemblies:   siblings   not   in   the   same   key   stage   will   not   be   able   to   see   each  
other’s   assemblies   because   they   miss   learning   time   in   class.  
 
School   Curriculum   and   learning   outcomes  
 
English   
In   English   we   will   look   at   a   variety   of   writing   genres   based   on   a   range   of   different   texts.   Over   the   year  
we   will   write   poetry,   narrative   stories,   diary   entries   and   persuasive   texts.   The   children   will   have   a  
weekly   spelling   lesson   where   we   will   look   at   spelling   patterns.   The   children   will   have   weekly  
handwriting   lessons   and   a   daily   reading   lesson   starting   with   our   current   book,   S   F   Said’s   Varjak   Paw.  
 
Maths  
In   daily   maths   lessons,   we   will   continue   to   build   a   strong   number   sense   and   fluency   working   with  
numbers,   moving   on   each   week   to   mathematical   reasoning   and   problem   solving.    The   children   will  



complete   learning   their   times   tables   ahead   of   a   national   assessment   at   the   end   of   the   year   -   for   more  
information   see   https://www.gov.uk/guidance/multiplication-tables-check-development-process   
 
Wider   Curriculum  
We   have   planned   some   exciting   projects   this   year   covering   many   curriculum   areas.    Here   is   a   brief  
overview   of   some   or   the   areas   we   will   be   looking   at.   
 
Art   and   Design  
The   children   will   use   a   wide   range   of   tools   and   equipment   to   perform   practical   tasks   [for   example,  
cutting,   shaping,   joining   and   finishing].   The   children   will   improve   their   mastery   of   art   and   design  
techniques,   including   drawing,   painting   and   sculpture   with   a   range   of   materials.   The   children   will   also  
have   cookery   lessons   later   in   the   year.  

 
 
 

History  
We   will   be   learning   about   the   ancient   Greek   civilisation   and   will   also   study   another   period   of   history   to  
be   decided   (the   school   is   in   the   process   or   re-thinking   the   history   curriculum).  
 
Geography  
  We   are   learning   about   Brazil   and   will   visit   the   Brazilian   embassy   as   part   of   this   project.    We   will   also  
learn   about   the   population   in   Brazil   with   African   ancestry   as   part   of   Black   History   month.   Later   in   the  
year,   we   will   study   a   river   from   source   to   sea,   as   a   way   of   exploring   the   water   cycle,   including   a   trip   to  
a   nearby   river   to   carry   out   fieldwork.  
 
Computing  
In   the   same   way   as   adults   use   technology   in   their   day   to   day   lives   the   children   will   use   a   range   of  
computing   technologies   to   enhance   their   learning.   All   our   children   will   reflect   on   their   learning   and  
engage   in   feedback   with   their   teacher   using   a   digital   programme,   SeeSaw.   We   will   also   teach   the  
three   core   skills   of   computing:   '   computational   thinking,   digital   literacy   and   information   technology.  
 
PE   
Government   guidelines   state   that   children   and   young   people   between   5   and   18   years   of   age   should  
engage   in   moderate-to-vigorous   intensity   physical   activity   for   an   average   of   at   least   60   minutes   per  
day   across   the   week.   This   can   include   all   forms   of   activity   such   as   physical   education,   active   travel,  
after-school   activities,   play   and   sports.   At   least   half   (30   minutes)   should   be   during   the   school   day.The  
Rosendale   PE   curriculum   aims   to   give   children   the   physical   literacy   skills   required   to   lead   a   healthy  
active   life   and   meet   these   guidelines.  
 
Each   class   will   take   part   in    a   different   aspect   of   physical   education   and   team   games   each   half-term.  
 
 



 
Music   
By   the   end   of   Year   4,   children   will   have   learned   to   play   some   simple   tunes   on   the   recorder.   We   will  
hold   a   concert   in   the   summer   to   show   you   all   they   have   learned.   

 
Science   
In   science   this   year   we   will   be   learning  
about   living   things   and   their   habitat,  
animals   (including   humans),   states   of  
matter,   sound   and   electricity.   They   will  
continue   to   practise   the   scientific   skills   of  
questioning,   observing,   comparing   and  
recording.   
 
 
 

RE   and   citizenship  
We   will   introduce   the   children   to   the   history   of   the   major   world   religions,   including   when   they   were  
founded,   their   geographical   distribution   and   size.   We   will   also   ask   the   question   ‘What   is   faith?’   and  
explore   this   by   studying   well-known   people   who   have   a   strong   faith   (for   example,   scientists,  
musicians   and   athletes).   
 
French  
In   year   4,   children   will   become   more   familiar   with   using   the   target   language   to   express   opinions   and  
talk   about   themselves.   We   will   learn   about   family   members,   describing   ourselves   and   others,  
conjugating   some   basic   verbs   and   we   will   also   be   writing   to   children   in   a   school   near   Montpellier.  
Depending   on   what   happens   with   Brexit,   we   are   hoping   to   offer   the   children   the   opportunity   of   a   day  
trip   to   France   in   the   summer   term.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Black   History   Month  
October   is   Black   History   Month,   an   annual   commemoration   of   the   history,   achievements   and  
contributions   of   black   people   in   the   UK.    Year   4   will   be   celebrating   Black   History   Month   by   learning  
about   the   achievements   of   Maggie   Aderin-Pocock,   a   British   space   scientist   and   science   educator.  
They   will   learn   about   what   inspired   her   to   choose   a   scientific   path   and   the   impact   she   has   made   in  
her   field.  
 
 
 
 



Planned   Trips  
Rosendale   always   wants   to   make   the   most   out   of   being   situated   in   the   most   vibrant   city   in   the   country  
and   so   we   want   to   give   the   children   as   many   memorable   experiences   as   possible.   Year   4   will   be  
visiting   the   Brazilian   embassy   on   the   20th   November   to   learn   more   about   the   country   of   Brazil.   The  
children   will   have   a   workshop   about   the   rainforest   and   another   about   Brazil   as   a   country.   The   children  
will   also   get   to   taste   food   from   Brazil.   
On   4th   December,   Year   4   will   be   going   Tate   Britain   to   finish   off   the   workshop   about   identity   that   we  
started   in   Year   3.   We   had   our   class   photograph   taken   and   it   will   be   hanging   in   the   gallery   so   it   will   be  
interesting   to   look   at   the   changes   we   have   gone   through   as   individuals.   
On   6th   March,   we   will   be   heading   to   the   British   Museum   to   learn   about   Greek   myths   and   tales.   This  
will   build   upon   the   learning   we   will   be   doing   at   school.  
As   noted   above,   we   will   also   go   on   a   geography   field   trip   to   a   river.  
 
Blogs  
Our   class   blogs   are   accessed   through   the   school   website    www.rosendale.cc     Do   take   a   frequent   look  
at   these   as   they   contain   details   and   photos   of   the   children’s   learning,   timetables,   home   learning   tasks  
and   other   useful   links.   The   children   also   really   appreciate   comments   left   so   if   you   have   time   to   do   this  
it   is   very   encouraging.   
 
Parent   support  
Reading   is   the   single   most   important   thing   you   can   do   to   support   your   child’s   learning.    This   can   be  
children   reading   to   you   or   you   reading   to   your   child.    We   ask   that   your   child   reads   every   day   and   that  
they   bring   their   reading   book   in   to   school   every   day.   It   will   go   home   every   night   so   that   children   can  
continue   to   read   their   book.   They   will   have   the   opportunity   to   update   and   write   in   their   reading  
journals   weekly.  
There   is   a   whole   range   of   books   fiction   and   non-fiction   that   children   are   welcome   to   borrow   from   our  
library   bus.    We   hope   that   the   library   will   be   open   every   afternoon   from   the   end   of   September.    The  
bus   is   run   by   parent   volunteers   and   they   are   always   looking   out   for   more   helpers.    Please   look   out   for  
details   in   the   school   newsletter.   
 
Class   contact  
Class   contacts   are   a   useful   resource   for   parents.    Class   contacts   support   new   parents   to   the   school,  
help   to   organise   social   events,   support   the   PTA   with   fundraising   activities   and   support   the   teacher  
with   requests   for   resources   and   help.    If   you   are   interested   in   taking   on   the   role   of   class   contact  
please   inform   your   child’s   teacher   or   email    parentcommunication@rosendale.cc    
 
Support  
If   you   have   any   experience   that   you   could   share   with   the   school   we   would   love   parents   to   be  
involved.    You   can   contact   us   at    parentcommunication@rosendale.cc .   
 
There   are   parents   evenings   on   Thursday   21st   November   and   Thursday   26th   March.    In   the   meantime  
if   you   need   to   book   an   appointment   with   your   child’s   teacher   before   or   after   school   hours   please  
contact   us   on   the    parentcommunication@rosendale.cc    email.  
 
Thank   you   in   advance   for   all   your   support.  
 
Ian   Herlihy  
Head   of   Year   4  
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